
ENGL 212 

Dr. Rudnicki  

Study guide for the midterms  

Week 1 

• “The Iroquois Creation Story” 20-23  

❖ “At first he took the parent’s head (the deceased) of which he created an orb, 

and established it in the centre of the firmament, and it became of a very 

superior nature to bestow light to the new world, (now the sun) and again he 

took the remnant of the body and formed another orb, which was inferior to the 

light (now moon).” 

❖ The former was to give light to the day and the latter to the night; and he also 

created numerous spots of light, these were to regulate the days, nights, 

seasons, years, etc. Whenever the light extended to the dark world the monsters 

were displeased and immediately concealed themselves in the deep places, lest 

they should be discovered by some human beings. 

• Christopher Columbus: from “Letter to Santangel Regarding the First Voyage” 24-

26Alvar 

❖ I followed the coast of that isle toward the west, and found it so extensive that I 

thought it might be the mainland, the province of Cathay; and as I found no 

towns nor villages on the sea-coast, except a few small settlements, where it was 

impossible to speak to the people, because they fled at once, I continued the 

said route, thinking I could not fail to see some great cities or towns 

❖ “In it are marvelous pine groves, and there are very large tracts of cultivatable 

lands, and there is honey, and there are birds of many kinds and fruits in great 

diversity.” 

• Nunez Cabeza De Vaca: from “The Relation of . . . ” 29-35 

❖ “At times, when my turn came to get wood and I had collected it at heavy cost in 

blood, I could neither drag nor bear it out. My only solace in these labors was to 

think of the sufferings of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the blood He shed for 

me. How much worse must have been his torment from the thorns than mine 

here!” 

❖ . To the last I could not convince the Indians that we were of the same people as 

the Christians slavers. Only with the greatest effort were we able to induce them 

to go back home. We ordered them to fear no more, reestablish their towns, and 

farm 

• John Smith: from “A Description of New England”: 69-72 

❖ Thus, though all men be not fishers: yet all men, whatsoever, may in other 

matters do as well. For necessity doth in these cases so rule a commonwealth, 



and each in their several functions, as their labors in their qualities may be as 

profitable, because there is a necessary mutual use of all.” 

❖ He is a very bad fisher that cannot kill in one day with his hook and line, one, 

two, or three hundred cods: which dressed and dried, if they be sold there for 

ten shillings the hundred may not both the servant, the master, and merchant, 

be well content with this gain? 

• William Bradford: from “Of Plymouth Plantation”: 72-90  

❖ “Our fathers were Englishmen which came over this great ocean, and were ready 

to parish in this wilderness; but they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their 

voice, and looked on their adversity,” 

❖ But about the 16th of March a certain Indian came boldly amongst themk, and 

spoke to them in broken English, which they could well understand, but 

marveled at it. 

• John Winthrop: “A Model of Christian Charity”: 90-102 

❖ "For we must consider that we shall be the City upon a hill. ... 

❖ “We must be knit together in this work as one man, we must entertain each 
other in brotherly affection, and we must be willing to abridge ourselves of our 
superfluities for the supply of others' necessities. 

• Anne Bradstreet: “Here Follows Some Verses”: 110, 122-123  

❖ “I blest His name that gave and took” 

❖ Yet by His gift is made thine own; There’s wealth enough, I need no more, 

Farewell, my pelf, farewell my store. The world no longer let me love, 

• Mary Rowlandson: from “A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of” [read all 

included “Removes”]: 126-143  

❖ yet the Lord by His almighty power preserved a number of us from death, for 

there were twenty-four of us taken alive and carried captive.” 

❖ ” Of thirt-seven persons who here in this one house, none escaped either 

present death, or bitter captivity, save only one, who might say as he, “And I only 

am escaped alone to tell the News 

• Edward Taylor: “Huswifery”: 143-144, 149 

❖ Make me, O Lord, thy Spining Wheele compleate.  
Thy Holy Worde my Distaff make for mee.  
Make mine Affections thy Swift Flyers neate  
And make my Soule thy holy Spoole to bee.  
My Conversation make to be thy Reele  
And reele the yarn thereon spun of thy Wheele.  

❖ My wayes with glory and thee glorify.  
Then mine apparell shall display before yee  
That I am Cloathd in Holy robes for glory.  
 

• Cotton Mather: “The Wonders of the Invisible World” 149-155 



❖ The New-Englanders are a People of God settled in those, which were once the 

Devil's Territories; and it may easily be supposed that the Devil was exceedingly 

disturbed, when he perceived such a People here accomplishing the Promise of 

old made unto our Blessed Jesus, That He should have the Utmost parts of the 

Earth for his Possession 

❖ I believe that never were more satanical devices used for the unsettling of any 

people under the sun, than what have been employed for the extirpation of the 

vine which God has here planted, casting out the heathen, and preparing a 

room before it, and causing it to take deep root, and fill the land, so that it sent 

its boughs unto the Atlantic Sea eastward, and its branches unto the 

Connecticut river westward, and the hills were covered with a shadow thereof. 

• Nathaniel Hawthorne: “The Minister’s Black Veil”: 636-645 

❖ But, exerting a sudden energy, that made all the beholders stand aghast, father 

Hooper snatched both his hands from beneath the bed-clothes, and pressed 

them strongly on the black veil, resolute to struggle, if the minister of Westbury 

would contend with a dying man 

❖ There was but one thing remarkable about his appearance. Swathed about his 

forehead, and hanging down over his face, so low as to be shaken by his breath, 

Mr. Hooper had on a black veil 

Week 2 

• Jonathan Edwards: “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”: 177-178, 209-220 

❖ Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on a rotten covering. 

❖ The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, and 

justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow, and it is nothing but 

the mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or 

obligation at all, that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk with 

your blood. 

• Red Jacket: “Reply to the Missionary Jacob Cram” 229-231 

❖ “Our seats were once large and yours were small. You have now become a great 

people, and we have scarcely a place left to spread our blankets. You have got 

our country, but are not satisfied; you want to force your religion upon us.” 

❖ We only know what you tell us about it. How shall we know when to believe, 

being so often deceived by the white people? You say there is but one way to 

worship and serve the Great Spirit. If there is but one religion, why do you white 

people differ so much about it? Why not all agreed, as you can all read the book? 

• Tecumseh: “Speech to the Osages” 231-233 

❖ We are friends; we must assist each other to bear our burdens. The blood of 

many of our fathers and brothers has run like water on the ground, to satisfy 



the avarice of the white men. We, ourselves, are threatened with a great evil; 

nothing will pacify them but the destruction of all the red men.  

❖ The white people are like poisonous serpents: when chilled, they are feeble and 

harmless; but invigorate them with warmth, and they sting their benefactors to 

death.  

• Benjamin Franklin: from The Autobiography: 234-236, 293-308  

❖ Most People dislike Vanity in others whatever Share they have of it themselves, 

but I give it fair Quarter […] it is often productive of Good to the Possessor and to 

others that are within his Sphere of Action: And therefore in many Cases it would 

not be quite absurd if a Man were to thank God for his Vanity among the other 

Comforts of Life. 

❖ My Brother had in 1720 or 21, begun to print a Newspaper. It was the second 

that appear'd in America, and was called The New England Courant. The only one 

before it, was The Boston News Letter. I remember his being dissuaded by some 

of his Friends from the Undertaking, as not likely to succeed, one Newspaper 

being in their Judgment enough for America.  

• J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur: from “Letters from an American Farmer”; Letter III: 

308- 319; IX: 319-323  

❖ “Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men, whose labors 

and posterity will one day cause great changes in the world.”  

❖ “What then is the American, this new man? He is either an European, or the 

descendant of an European, hence that strange mixture of blood, which you will 

find in no other country.” 

• Thomas Jefferson: from “The Declaration of Independence,” 337-440 

❖ He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 

obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 

encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new 

Appropriations of Lands. 

❖ not to find out new principles, or new arguments, never before thought of . . . 

but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in terms so plain 

and firm as to command their assent, and to justify ourselves in the independent 

stand we are compelled to take. 

• The Federalist: No.1 [Alexander Hamilton], No.10 [James Madison]: 345-353 

❖ “It has been frequently remarked, that it seems to have been reserved to the 

people of this country to decide, by their conduct and example, the important 

question, whether societies of men are really capable or not, of establishing 

good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever 

destined to depend, for their political constitutions, on accident and force.” 

❖ You must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next 

place, oblige it to control itself 

https://izquotes.com/quote/394725
https://izquotes.com/quote/394725
https://izquotes.com/quote/395687
https://izquotes.com/quote/395687
https://izquotes.com/quote/395687


• Olaudah Equiano: “The Interesting Narrative of the Life of. . .”: 354-366 

❖ They told us they were not to be eaten, but to work, and were soon to go on 

land, where we should see many of our country people.” 

❖ These filled me with astonishment, which was soon converted into terror, when I 

was carried on board. I was immediately handled, and tossed up to see if I were 

sound, by some of the crew; and I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a 

world of bad spirits, and that they were going to kill me… Indeed, such were the 

horrors of my views and fears at the moment, that, if ten thousand worlds had 

been my own, I would have parted with them all to have exchanged my 

condition with that of the meanest slave in my own country 

• Philip Freneau: “On the Religion of Nature” 397-398, 400-401 

❖ If from its aid no joys they find,  

It damns them not for unbelief; 

Upon a more exalted plan  

Creatress nature dealt with man 

❖ From fraud, design, and error free 

, And which to truth and goodness lead: 

• Washington Irving: “Rip Van Winkle” : 467-468, 470-82  

❖  Rip ... was one of those happy mortals of foolish, well-oiled dispositions, who ... 

would rather starve on a penny than work for a pound. 

❖ The great error in Rip's composition was an insuperable aversion to all kinds of 

profitable labor.  

• Nathaniel Hawthorne: “My Kinsman, Major Molineux”: 603-619 

❖ “May not one man have several voices, Robin, as well as two complexions? 

❖ “’Good evening to you, honored Sir,’ said he, making a low bow, and still 

retaining his hold of the skirt. ‘I pray you tell me whereabouts is the dwelling of 

my kinsman, Major Molineux?” 

Week 3 

• William Cullen Bryant: “Thanatopsis,” 491-494  

❖ His chamber in the silent halls of death,  

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night,  

Scourged to his dungeon, bus sustain’d and sooth’d  

By an unfaltering turst, approach thy grave, 

❖ The powerful of the earth- the wise, the good, 

 Fair forms, and hoary seers of ages past,  

All in one mighty sepulcher.” 

• Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The American Scholar,” 505-508, 536-549 

❖ Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the place the divine 

providence has found for you, the society of your contemporaries, the 



connection of events. Great men have always done so, and confided themselves 

childlike to the genius of their age, betraying their perception that the absolutely 

trustworthy was seated at their heart, working through their hands, 

predominating in all their being. 

❖ Brave; for fear is a thing, which a scholar by his very function puts behind him. 

Fear always springs from ignorance. 

• Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: “My Lost Youth”: 656-658, 663-665 

❖ There was an old belief that in the embers 

Of all things their primordial form exists, 

And cunning alchemists 

Could re-create the rose with all its members 

From its own ashes, but without the bloom, 

Without the lost perfume 

❖ Ah me! what wonder-working, occult science 

Can from the ashes in our hearts once more 

The rose of youth restore? 

What craft of alchemy can bid defiance 

To time and change, and for a single hour 

Renew this phantom-flower?” 

• John Greenleaf Whittier: “Snow-Bound: A Winter Idyll”: 665-683  

❖ These Flemish pictures of old days; 

Sit with me by the homestead hearth,  

And stretch the hands of memory forth 

To warm them at the wood-fire’s blaze!” 

❖ What matter how the night behaved? 

 What matter how the north-wind raved? 

 Blow high, blow low, not all its snow 

 Could quench our hearth-fire’s ruddy glow. 

 

• Henry David Thoreau: 839-842, from “Walden”—“Where I Lived, and What I Lived 

For”: 901-910, “Conclusion”: 926-34 

❖ While civilization has been improving our houses, it has not equally improved the 

men who are to inhabit them 

❖ Be it life or death, we crave only reality. 

• Walt Whitman: 1005-1009, “Song of Myself”: 1024-1038 (first 20 verses) 

❖ “I do not ask the wounded person how he feels, I myself become the wounded 

person.”  

❖ I celebrate myself, 
And what I assume you shall assume, 
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you. 



I loafe and invite my Soul, 
I lean and loafe at my ease  

 

Week 4 

• Nathaniel Hawthorne: “The Birth-Mark” 645-6567 

❖ To explain this conversation it must be mentioned that in the centre of 

Georgiana's left cheek there was a singular mark, deeply interwoven, as it were, 

with the texture and substance of her face. 

❖ The crimson hand expressed the ineludible gripe in which mortality clutches the 

highest and purest of earthly mould, degrading them into kindred with the 

lowest, and even with the very brutes, like whom their visible frames return to 

dust. In this manner, selecting it as the symbol of his wife's liability to sin, 

sorrow, decay, and death, Aylmer's sombre imagination was not long in 

rendering the birthmark a frightful object. 

 

• Edgar Allan Poe: 683-687, “The Fall of the House of Usher,” 702-714  

❖ ith an utter depression of soul which I can compare to no earthly sensation more 

properly than to the after-dream of the reveller upon opium--the bitter lapse 

into everyday life--the hideous dropping off of the veil 

❖ His voice varied rapidly from a tremulous indecision (when the animal spirits 

seemed utterly in abeyance) to that species of energetic concision--that abrupt, 

weighty, unhurried, and hollow-sounding enunciation--that leaden, self- 

balanced and perfectly modulated guttural utterance, which may be observed in 

the lost drunkard, or the irreclaimable eater of opium, during the periods of his 

most intense excitement. 

• Margaret Fuller: 749-752, from “The Great Lawsuit”: 752-760 

❖ “Let us be wise and not impede the soul. Let her work as she will. Let us have 

one creative energy, one incessant revelation. Let it take what form it will, and 

let us not bind it by the past to man or woman, black or white. Jove sprang from 

Rhea, Pallas from Jove. So let it be. 

❖ “Male and female represent the two sides of the great radical dualism. But, in 

fact, they are perpetually passing into one another. Fluid hardens to solid, solid 

rushes to fluid. There is no wholly masculine man, no purely feminine woman.” 

• Harriet Beecher Stowe: from Uncle Tom's Cabin [chapter VII: “The Mother’s 

Struggle”]: 779-790  

❖ Her boy was old enough to have walked by her side, and, in an indifferent case, 

she would only have led him by the hand; but now the bare thought of putting 

him out of her arms made her shudder, and she strained him to her bosom with 

a convulsive grasp, as she went rapidly forward. 



❖ With wild cries and desperate energy she leaped to another and still another 

cake; stumbling---leaping---slipping---springing upwards again! 

• Harriet Jacobs: “Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl”: 818-29 

❖ There was in the neighborhood a young colored carpenter; free born man. We 

had been well acquainted in childhood, and frequently met together afterwards. 

We became mutually attached, and he proposed to marry me. I loved him with 

all the ardor of a young girl’s first love. 

❖ “He sprang upon me like a tiger, and gave me a stunning blow. It was the first 

time he had ever struck me; and fear did not enable me to control my anger. 

When I had recovered a little from the effects, I exclaimed, “You have struck me 

for answering you honestly. How I despise you!” 

• Frederick Douglass: from 934-938, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an 

American Slave, Written by Himself: 946-957  

❖ At any rate, this whole fiendish transaction was soon hushed up. There was very 

little said about it at all, and nothing done. It was a common saying, even among 

little white boys, that it was worth a half-cent to kill a “nigger,” and a half-cent to 

bury one. 

❖ Whether this prophecy is ever fulfilled or not, it is nevertheless plain that a very 

different-looking class of people are springing up at the south, and are now held 

in slavery, from those originally brought to this country from Africa; and if their 

increase will do no other good, it will do away the force of the argument, that 

God cursed Ham, and therefore American slavery is right.” 

• Herman Melville: “Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall-Street”: 1099-1128  

❖ The surrounding walls, of amazing thickness, kept off all sounds behind them. 

The Egyptian character of the masonry weighed upon me with its gloom 

❖ Before, I had never experienced aught but a not-unpleasing sadness. The bond of 

a common humanity now drew me irresistibly to gloom. A fraternal melancholy! 

 

• Emily Dickinson: “Much Madness is divinest sense” 1189-1193, 1208 (poem 620) 

❖ Much Madness is divinest Sense— 

To a discerning Eye— 

Much Sense—the starkest Madnes 

❖ Assent—and you are sane— 

Demur—you're straightway dangerous— 

And handled with a Chain 

 

 


