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Week 6 

• Mark Twain: “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”: 1282-89  

❖ No doubt about it: the stranger is a cheater and a liar. Just at the point when 

Smiley usually thinks he has the stranger fooled into underestimating his frog, 

the stranger plays a much more deceptive trick by rigging the competition. The 

gambling may be silly and even destructive, but at least it’s fair. Have you no 

honor, stranger? 

❖ So he set there a good while thinking and thinking to hisself, and then he got the 

frog out and prized his mouth open and took a tea- spoon and filled him full of 

quail shot filled him pretty near up to his chin and set him on the floor. Smiley he 

went to the swamp and slopped around in the mud for a long time, and finally he 

ketched a frog, and fetched him in, and give him to this feller, and says:  

• W.D. Howells: “Editha”: 1489-1501  

❖ I suppose he made up his mind to go, I knew what it cost him, by what it cost me 

when I heard of it. I had been through one war before. When you sent him you 

didn’t expect he would get killed. 

❖ “What you got that black on for? She lifted herself by her powerful arms so high 

that her helpless body seemed to hang limp its full length. ‘Take it off, before I 

tear it from your back!” 

• Ambrose Bierce: “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge”: 1501-1508 

❖ “His neck was in pain, and, lifting his hand to it, he found it horribly swollen. He 

knew that it had a circle of black where the rope had bruised it. His eyes felt 

congested; he could no longer close them. His tongue was swollen with thirst.” 

❖ As Peyton Farquhar fell straight downward through the bridge he lost 

consciousness and was as one already dead.  

• Henry James: “The Beast in the Jungle”: 1508-1511, 1567-1595 

❖ Something or other lay in wait for him, amid the twists and the turns of the 

months and the years, like a crouching Beast in the Jungle. It signified little 

whether the crouching Beast were destined to slay him or to be slain.’ 

❖ ‘The escape would have been to love her; then, then he would have lived.’ 

 



• Sarah Orne Jewett: “A White Heron” 1596-1603  

❖ “She remembers how the white heron came flying through the golden air and 

how they watched the sea and the morning together, and Sylvia cannot speak; 

she cannot tell the heron’s secret and give its life away.” 

❖ This tree, located in the most magical part of the forest, is a relic from a past age. 

As we come to see, this makes it practically a ladder to the heavens. 

• Kate Chopin: “Desiree’s Baby:” 1604-1609  

❖ She disappeared among the reeds and willows that grew thick along the banks of 

the deep, sluggish bayou; and she did not come back again. 

❖ “But, above all “she wrote,” night and day, I thank the good God for having so 

arranged our lives that our dear Armand will never know that his mother who 

adores him, belongs to the race that is cursed with the brand of slavery 

• Mary E. Wilkins Freeman: “A New England Nun”: 1621-1630 

❖ “Louisa’s first emotion when Joe Dagget came home was consternation, 

although she would not admit it to herself, and he never dreamed of it.” 

❖ "She had visions, so startling that she half repudiated them as indelicate, or 

coarse masculine belongings strewn about in endless litter; of dust and disorder 

arising necessarily from a coarse masculine presence in the midst of all this 

delicate harmony." 

• Booker T. Washington: from Up from Slavery: 1631-1641 

❖ “I have learned that success is to be measured not so much by the position that 
one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to 
succeed.” ... 

❖ “Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.” 

 

• Charlotte Perkins Gilman: “The Yellow Wallpaper”: 1668-1681 

❖ “Now why should that man have fainted? But he did, and right across my path by 

the wall, so that I had to creep over him every time.” 

❖ He said that after the wall-paper was changed it would be the heavy bedstead, 

and then the barred windows, and then that gate at the head of the stairs, and 

so on 

• Edith Wharton: “Roman Fever”: 1682-1704 

❖ Mrs. Ansley stood looking away from her toward the dusky secret mass of the 

Colsseum.  "Well--because I didn't have to wait that night." 

❖ "Let us leave the young things to their knitting," 

• W. E. B. Du Bois: from The Souls of Black Folk: 1715-1731 

❖ If you're black, you can't just be yourself in America. 

❖ That's because you're a minority in a white majority culture that looks down on 

you. When you look at yourself, you see yourself through the eyes of this white 

majority culture. You see yourself with all the negative stereotypes that white 



America attaches to you. You're stuck in this "double-consciousness" because 

you're forced to see yourself not just as a person, but as a black person. 

Week 7 

• Theodore Dreiser: Sister Carrie: 1750-1765 

❖ “When a girl leaves her home at eighteen, she does one of two things. Either she 

falls into saving hands and becomes better, or she rapidly assumes the 

cosmopolitan standard of virtue, and becomes worse.” 

❖ She was eighteen years of age, bright, timid and full of the illusions of ignorance 

and youth”. 

• Stephen Crane: “The Open Boat:” 1765-1784  

❖ “If I am going to be drowned – if I am going to be drowned – if I am going to be 

drowned, why, in the name of the seven mad gods who rule the sea, was I 

allowed to come thus far and contemplate sand and trees?” 

❖ A singular disadvantage of the sea lies in the fact that after successfully 

surmounting one wave you discover that there is another behind it just as 

important and just as nervously anxious to do something effective in the way of 

swamping boats.  

• Jack London: “To Build a Fire”: 1811-1823  

❖ “A certain fear of death, dull and oppressive, came to him this fear quickly 

became poignant as he realized that it was no longer a mere matter of freezing 

his fingers and toes, or of losing his hands and feet, but that it was a matter of 

life and death with the chances against him.” 

❖ “He should not have built the fire under the spruce tree.” 

• Abraham Cahan: “A Sweat-Shop Romance”: 1657-1667 

❖ The clothes make the man. The children working in sweatshops make the 

clothes. Therefore, the children working in sweatshops make the man. 

❖ Be quiet, or my wife will take away your first born and make him or her work in 

one of her sweatshops! 

• Paul Laurence Dunbar: “We Wear the Mask”: 1805, 1808  

❖ We wear the mask that grins and lies,  

It hides our cheeks and shades our eyes 

❖ Nay, let them only see us, while  

We wear the mask. 

Week 8 

• Robert Frost: “Birches” 1920-21  

❖ “I’d like to get away from earth awhile and then come back to it and begin over.” 

❖ ‘You'd think the inner dome of heaven had fallen” 

• Wallace Stevens: 1950-1952, “The Idea of Order at Key West”: 1959-1960 



❖ She was the single artificer of the world 

In which she sang. And when she sang, the sea, 

Whatever self it had, became the self 

That was her song  

❖ tell me, if you know, 

Why, when the singing ended and we turned 

Toward the town, tell why the glassy lights […] 

Mastered the night and portioned out the sea, 

Fixing emblazoned zones and fiery poles, 

Arranging, deepening, enchanting night. 

• T. S. Eliot: 2003-2006, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock:” 2006-2009 

❖ In the room the women come and go 

Talking of Michelangelo. 

❖ And indeed there will be time 

For the yellow smoke that slides along the street, 

Rubbing its back upon the window-panes; 

There will be time, there will be time 

To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet; 

There will be time to murder and create, 

And time for all the works and days of hands 

That lift and drop a question on your plate; 

Time for you and time for me, 

And time yet for a hundred indecisions, 

And for a hundred visions and revisions, 

Before the taking of a toast and tea. 

• Sherwood Anderson: Winesburg, Ohio: 1939-1947  

❖ “The slender expressive fingers, forever active, forever striving to conceal 

themselves in his pockets or behind his back, came forth and became the piston 

rods of his machinery of expression.” 

❖ Love is like a wind stirring the grass beneath trees on a black night,' he had said. 

'You must not try to make love definite. It is the divine accident of life. If you try 

to be definite and sure about it and to live beneath the trees, where soft night 

winds blow, the long hot day of disappointment comes swiftly and the gritty dust 

from passing wagons gathers upon lips inflamed and made tender by kisses. 

• Ernest Hemingway: “The Snows of Kilimanjaro”: 2205-2221 

❖ "She shot very well this good, this rich bitch, this kindly caretaker and destroyer 

of his talent. Nonsense. He had destroyed his talent himself. Why should he 

blame this woman because she kept him well? He had destroyed his talent by 

not using it, by betrayals of himself and what he believed in, by drinking so much 



that he blunted the edge of his perceptions, by laziness, by sloth, and by 

snobbery, by pride and by prejudice, by hook and by crook." 

❖ A man can be destroyed but not defeated." 

• William Faulkner: “A Rose for Emily:” 2182-2188  

❖ "I want the best you have. I don't care what kind." 

❖ "When we next saw Miss Emily, she had grown fat and her hair was turning gray 

• Richard Wright: “The Man Who Was Almost a Man”: 2244-2253  

❖ One of these days he was going to get a gun and practice shooting, then they 

couldn't talk to him as though he were a little boy.  

❖ Ahm ol ernough to hava gun. Ahm seventeen. Almost a man.  

• Langston Hughes: “Theme for English B” 2228-2229 

❖ And let that page come out of you— 

Then, it will be true 

❖ I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem 

• Eudora Welty: “Petrified Man”: 2278-2287  

❖ “I said, ‘Listen, that magazine was layin’ around the house for a month, and 

there was a freak show runnin’ night an’ day, not two steps away fro my own 

beauty parlor,”  

❖ “I caught him! I caught him! Giggled Mrs. Fletcher. I’ll hold him on my lap. You 

bad, bad boy, you! I guess I better learn how to spank little old bad boys, she 

said.” 

• Flannery O’Connor: “Good Country People”: 2524-2537 

❖ The doctors had told Mrs. Hopewell that with the best of care, Joy might see 

forty-five. (19) 

❖ "Listen […], don't you think some people was meant to meet on account of what 

all they got in common and all? Like they both think serious thoughts and all?"  

• Raymond Carver: “Cathedral”: 2679-2689 

❖ On her last day in the office, the blind man asked if he could touch her face. 

❖ A blind man in my house was not something I looked forward to 

• Robert Lowell: “Mr. Edwards and the Spider”: 2488 

❖ I saw the spiders marching through the air, 

Swimming from tree to tree that mildewed day 

In latter August when the hay  

❖ "How long would it seem burning! Let there pass a minute, ten, ten trillion; but 

the blaze is infinite, eternal: this is death, 

 


	 "Let us leave the young things to their knitting,"

