Science Fiction
Readings & Assignments: Week Eight



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Eight

8.

9.

In Science Fiction: A Guide for the Perplexed, put into your own words what you think
Sherryl Vint means when she is discussing the concept of the “megatext.”

In “The Literature of Ideas,” Vint uses the categories of feminist sf, queer sf, and race
and ethnicity in sf as among her explanations. Create a brief definition of science fiction
of your own based on the assumption that the genre of SF is the “literature of ideas.”

“Snow”: What was the downside to accessing the wasp’s videos?

“A Clean Escape”: What object did Dr. Evans place under the handkerchief as a memory
test?

“Tourists”: What nationality did Charles think he was?

“Face Value”: Where do the Mene live?

“Karl and the Ogre”: What was the first thing that fell out of the changeling girl’s mouth?
“Piecework”: How did Lo avoid drinking the spiked drink?

“Bears Discover Fire”: What did the bears use to hold their newberries?

10. “One”: What does Leslie realize long after his wife has died?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Eight

I.

“Snow”: What moments are important in a person’s life? If writing a biography, what
events should be recorded and which left out? Discuss cemeteries. How are they
constructed and what function do they serve? How have we, do we, and might we in the
future preserve our memories of the deceased?

“A Clean Escape”: Robert Havelmann relives the same day over and over and Dr, Evans
is doomed to witness it, despite her examinations. It is a fanciful story, but recalls the all-
to-real problem today of dementia, especially for those of you who have any experience
with it. How can “A Clean Escape” be related to the social issue of dementia that affects
so many families, of terrible problems with memory [oss?

“Tourists”: Here, the locals send Debbie home, confiscate Charles’s credentials—his
identification, wallet, and passport—and money, then years go by and he has lost himself,
essentially been brainwashed and absorbed by a foreign culture, forgetting his former life
and original purpose and reason for traveling to this foreign country in the first place.
Could this story be reminiscent of any of today’s news stories of college students who
travel to countries and arrested, interrogated, sentenced to hard labor and often forced to
pledge allegiance to a religious ideology? What else might the story be about?

“Face Value”: In what ways is this story about the science fiction theme of alien invasion
and/or body possession? How is this story about a different method of communication?
What does poetry have to do with the story? What does the utility or lack of utility of
wings have to do with it? Explain the relevance of the title.

“Karl and the Ogre”: This story upon a first reading may seem to belong to the genre of
fantasy, but explain instead why it is science fiction even though it has no obvious
markers such as advanced technology, space travel, or the usual SF motifs.

“Piecework”: In this disturbing story, mankind has learned how to convert the female
womb into a factory for a wide variety and grade of biologically engineered components.
In the end, after doing “piecework” for a while” to put herself through college, Io learns
that she is carrying the highest form of this biotech, a “starbrain,” something that actually
thinks and can pilot spaceships. Because of this, she receives official certification as a
mother. Discuss the implications genetic engineering on the concept of motherhood.

“Bears Discover Fire”: Here, bears literally have mastered the power of fire and can be
seen from one’s car on a cold Virginia evening off to the side or in the median of a
highway huddled around a bonfire and passing around snacks. Do you find this story
interesting? Why or why not? What sub-genre does it belong to?

“One”: Do you agree or disagree with Dr. Gillette’s conclusion? Explain.
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