Science Fiction

Readings & Assignments: Week Seven



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Seven

8.

9.

In the Oxford Book of Science Fiction Stories, how does Tom Shippey define “fabril
literature™?

Shippey discusses how early speculative fiction seemed to predict technology that would
be invented or events that would come to pass. Name four of these that he mentions.

“The Way of Cross and Dragon”: What heresy is the inquisitor sent out to squelch?
“Sand Kings”: What did Kress tell Wo he fed his shambler?

“Swarm”: How long does the swarm say the human race will last?

“Burning Chrome”: What did Rikki do with her share of the money?

“Silicon Muse”: What does the computer tell Snodgrass when everyone has left the room
after the demonstration?

“The Road Not Taken”: What important person was killed during the initial volley?

“Dog Fight”: Why could Deke not get too physically close to Nance?

10. “Pots”: Why do the explorers decide to keep the discovery of the planet a secret?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Seven

1. “The Way of Cross and Dragon”: By creating a world that has developed a religion based
on the idea of Judas Iscariot as the actual hero of the Bible rather than a villain, and a
Bible replete even with dragons, discussion is George R .R. Martin encouraging readers to
have concerning religion? Explain and give your opinion.

2. “Sand Kings”: In this more famous Martin story, Simon has the responsibility of acting
as the god of the sand kings. How does this story and its characters compare to
“Microcosmic God”? Can you see elements of this early short story that would later be
used in “Game of Thrones”?

3. “Swarm”: In this story, the being addressed as Swarm comments on how the urges for
progress will make the human race extinct. Do you view her discussion with Aftriel on
how intelligence leads to turmoil and destruction as accurate or inaccurate? Explain.

4. “Burning Chrome”: Here, Rikki’s goal is to have surgically enhanced eyes to become a
model, essentially. In what ways have we, and do we currently, artificially create what
social norms consider human beauty. To what extent do you believe it is normal and
healthy to participate in this transformation?

5. “Silicon Muse”: In this story, the fiction-writing computer creates an ingenious glimpse
of an increasingly darker and more nihilistic reflection of life based on a simple
statement. Can you create some other possible statement that would be interesting for
such a computer to use to write several versions of their story? Discuss the current state
of Al as it impacts our lives.

6. “The Road Not Taken”: Other than faster than light travel, describe the technological
achievements of the Roxoloni and explain the premise of this story and why the title
refers to the Robert Frost poem. What technologies do the United State possess that other
countries do not that may remind you of this story?

7. “Dog Fight”: Do you know or have you ever met people like Deke, Nance, or Tiny? Care
to elaborate? The relationship of gaming culture, drug culture, and other youth sub-
cultures began in the 1980s, but continue today. How have they changed?

8. “Pots”: In this story, archaeologists are on a mission across the universe to discover their
origins, essentially the meaning of life, but why are they disappointed when they finally
arrive on Earth? Why does Desan refuse to believe the truth that Dr. Gothon reveals? Can
you compare this story to “The Way of Cross and Dragon™? How?
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