Science Fiction
Readings & Assignments: Week Six



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Six

9.

In “The Roots of Science Fiction,” what 1s the two-word term that Robert Scholes uses to
describe science fiction?

“In The Golden Age of Science Fiction Is Twelve,” where does David Hartwell say that
Harlan Ellison first discovered science fiction?

“Problems of Creativeness”: What did Birdie do when taking his first test?
“Passengers”: What are passengers?

“How the Whip Came Back™: What did the American delegate say to Mrs. Bushman to
convince her of the plan?

“Eurema’s Dam”; What did the first machine that Albert built do?
“Inconstant Moon”: What did Stan and Leslie go out to get initially?

“The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”: What is the name of the non-habit-forming
drug that citizens can take?

“A Thing of Beauty”: What did Mr. Ito finally end up buying?

10. “The Screwfly Solution”: What species of fly was Alan trying to find the weak link in?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Six

1. “Problems of Creativeness”: Birdie is not allowed to reproduce unless he is able to prove
his intelligence or contribute to society. Is this level of government control necessary for
the greater good of society? Or do you feel that reproduction is a right and not a
privilege?

2. “Passengers”: Here, people can be possessed by alien spirits that humans call
“Passengers” at any moment for any length of time and when released have no memory
of the event, which keeps society in a constant state of turmoil. Should they therefore
avoid companionship or close relationships? Why or why not? What else could this story
be about?

3. “How the Whip Came Back”: In this story an ever-increasing prison population begins to
burden society. To combat this issue, Miss Buchanan and the Pope discuss the possibility
of re-introducing slavery. Discuss the practicality and morality of enslaving prisoners.

4. “Eurema’s Dam”: In this story, socially awkward geniuses are depicted as everyone’s
fool. However, because they are forced to adapt, they create machines to better society.
Albert is very intelligent and innovative but is perceived as dumb. Why? Can you discuss
contemporary parallels?

5. “Inconstant Moon”: This story revolves around a couple and their adventure when they
realize this could be their last day to live. If this happened to you, would you gather
supplies and try to survive, try to check off that bucket list, or something else?

6. “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas”: Tests the idea that pain of the few is
necessary for the betterment of the many. Do you think it is acceptable to sacrifice the
happiness of one for the happiness of many? Or is a single person’s happiness just as
valuable as many people’s happiness?

7. “A Thing of Beauty”: Here, famous pieces of architecture are made available for
purchase. How are private organizations, today, using their purchasing power to buy
things which were publically owned by citizens, the local, state, and federal taxpayers?
What is Ito trying to tell Mr. Harris with the gold brick in the conclusion?

8. “The Screwfly Solution™; In this story, an alien parasite causes men to convert sexual
impulses into violent acts, resulting in mass femicide. The men justify these actions
through the ideology of the Sons of Adam, but did institutional misogyny already exist?
Explain. Or pick another way in which institutional misogyny has been—or is
currently—historically justified and discuss it.
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