Science Fiction

Readings & Assignments: Week Five



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Five

1. In*“New Wave and backwash: 1960-1980,” Damien Broderick writes that “it is arguable
that sf before 1960 was predominantly empirical or readerly: however gaudy or galactic
its venue, you accepted what was on the page as if seeing through clear glass.” How does
Broderick go on to contrast this statement with New Wave, or sf affer 19607

2. In*Science Fiction from 1980 to the present,” John Clute writes that “between 1980 and
2000 there is only one writer whose creative grasp and imprint and prolificacy . . . are so
unmistakably manifest that one may plausibly use the word ‘great’ in describing his
work. That wnter is ?

3. “Tunesmith”: How long had Baque and Val been married?
4. “Who Can Replace a Man?”; Why did the humans die off?
5. “Flowers for Algernon”: What was Charlie Gordan’s job?

6. “All You Zombies”: Where did the Unmarried Mother first go after he was rejected by
the Space Corps?

7. “Billenium”: How many square feet was the large room that Ward and Rossiter
discovered?

8. “A Rose for Ecclesiastes™: What did Galliger ask Braxa to do when she told him she was
pregnant?

9. “ ‘Repent, Harlequin!” Said the Ticktockman”; How does the Master Timekeeper keep
people on schedule?

10. “A Criminal Act”: How much time is Mortimer given to kill Mr. Vernall?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Five

1. “Tunesmith”: Just how far will consumerism, advertising, and marketing invade and
pervade our lives? In this story, for example, commercials, ads, and branding have taken
over the television broadcasts and other entertainment. Will there ever be a backlash or
tipping point? Or could ads be considered an art form?

2. “Who Can Replace a Man?”: Why did the robots not turn on the humans? Would the
machines have eventually expired if they had not had humans to repair them or a servicer
machine to repair them?

3. “Flowers for Algernon”: If the experiments were repeatable, would it be ethical to offer
the treatment to others knowing it wasn’t permanent? Discuss intelligence. What is it?

4. “All You Zombies”: Can the mother/father/Jane/bartender/unmarried mother live
forever? Who are the zombies? Why are they zombies?

5. “Billenium”: Discuss life in an overpopulated society. What are the range of possible
solutions to such low quality of life?

6. “A Rose for Ecclesiastes”: What traits does Gallinger possess that make him a perfect
target for the Martians to use to fulfill their religious prophesy and cheat him of love and
his newly found happiness?

7. “ ‘Repent, Harlequin!’ Said the Ticktockman™: This story revolves around a society that
is deathly punctual and ruled by the artificiality of the clock. One man acts a disruptor.
Was Everett successful even though he was brainwashed later? To what extent today are
we conditioned by our attention to seconds, minutes, and hours?

8. “A Criminal Act™: Discuss the ethics of laws restricting pregnancy and childbirth and/or
the ethics of laws regarding euthanasia.
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