Science Fiction

Readings & Assignments: Week Four



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Four

1. “It’s a Good Life”; What was the population of Peaksville at the beginning of the story?
2. A Saucer of Loneliness”: How is the woman’s loneliness brought to an end?

3. The Cold Equations:” How long did the Commander say the girl had before she must be
jettisoned?

4. Fondly Fahrenheit”; When his android is destroyed, what does James do that also
becomes a problem?

5. The Tunnel Under the World”: What day is it every day?

6. “The Country of the Kind”: What unforeseen consequence results from this totally
peaceful society?

7. “A Work of Art”: What are the doctors called who recreate the personalities of famous
people from the past?

8. “Call Me Joe”: What does Comelius realize is causing the equipment failure connecting
Anglesey to Joe?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Four

1. In*“A Brief Introduction to Science Fiction and Its History,” Masri says that despite the
many definitions of science fiction, one key element identified by many writers and
critics is what? SF or “sf” can stand for science fiction or what other term?

2. In what ways does Masri contrast Golden Age SF to emerging “New Wave” SF of the
1960s?

3. *“It’s a Good Life”: The handful of people who live in this place—controlled by an
omnipotent, capricious, and sometimes cruel child—are forced to feign happiness and
live in fear. One resident speaks out, and he is punished, perhaps executed. How much
would you be willing to endure before you fought back, knowing that there might be fatal
consequences? Or, how much should we weight a person’s age, a minor, for example,
when he or she commits a serious crime? What about when Anthony tries to do
something good but the result is terrible? Or, why are cornfields a metaphor of death or
infinity in America?

4. A Saucer of Loneliness”: Is this a SF story? Explain. Does loneliness make sense as an
alien message of first contact? Explain. What messages have we used? Suggest a
different message or a message to add or an existing one.

5. The Cold Equations:” Is this story sexist? Explain. The story highlights the fact that the
ship’s journey is based on precise calculations including time, distance, weight, thrust,
and resistance, among others, and that a change in any of these figures would spell
disaster. In what ways do our some of our social systems attempt to imitate scientific
systems?

6. Fondly Fahrenheit”: How does the author use the Fahrenheit scale to correspond to the
level of passion in various scenes? How does the constant and progressive switching of
narrative point of view correlate to Vandaleur’s state of mind?

7. The Tunnel Under the World”: This story describes an entire city of tiny androids, each
with the consciousness of a dead human being, living the same day over and over for sole
purpose of marketing research. Is it an ethical practice to make them relive the same day
for business purposes? What type of information do businesses collect about you today
that you believe is either ethical or unethical?

8. “The Country of the Kind”: The main character is forced to live a life of isolation due to
his violent nature. Would putting him to death be a better solution than letting him
continue to suffer and aiso be a burden on or danger to society? Explain? What else is the
author saying?



9. “A Work of Art”: Strauss was distressed because he felt his work was not original, but
rather a diluted version of old techniques and styles he had used before. Does creativity
by definition have to always be something new? Explain.

10. “Call Me Joe”: Comelius wants to use disabled people for the future of colonizing the
Jovian race. Ed Anglesey dies, but lives on as Joe on Jupiter in the end, no longer
confined to his wheelchair. Discuss the SF, or social, or philosophical issues involved in
this story.
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