Science Fiction

Readings & Assignments: Week Three



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Three

10.

In “Definitions,” what does Adam Roberts mean when he characterizes SF as
“technology fiction™?

In “Definitions,” Quote one of the many definitions of “science” that Adam Roberts
discusses.

“Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed”: What did Laura hear on the radio?

“The Second Night of Summer”: Describe Grandma’s animal friend.

Born of Man and Woman”: Why does the child-creature have trouble going up the stairs?
“Second Dawn”: How does Eris cross the river?

“The Quest for Saint Aquin”: What did the robass tell Thomas that he had a chance of
becoming?

“Surface Tension”: How many survivors are there?
“Crucifixus Etiam”: What did Vogeli do that caused Manue to faint?

“The Nine Billion Names of God”: What is the name of the project to find all the names
of God in the universe?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Three

1. “Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed”: Why was the father the only one who cared about
the strange things happening in their settlement? Is this a story about issues of
assimilation versus acculturation? Explain.

2. “The Second Night of Summer”: How would the story be different if the hero were a
strong, handsome young man instead of Grandma? Can it possibly be ethical to kill your
own people to prevent an enemy from doing so? Explain. Do we have similar
organizations who have people such as Grandma, who is an Interstellar Zone Agent?

3. Born of Man and Woman”: Explain how this unpleasant and seemingly pointless story is
intended to raise the spectre of hidden societal child abuse, especially that of children
with special needs. If the story is about something else, explain that instead.

4. “Second Dawn”: Are mental and physical capabilities of equal importance? Why was it
so difficult for Eris and Jeryl to accept a different way of life? Can you describe a
historical parallel?

5. “The Quest for Saint Aquin”: If we stay on our current path and develop the type of
advanced Al that the “robass” contains, and it adopted a firm belief or non-belief in
transcendence, or God, would the masses become believers or non-believers accordingly?

6. “Surface Tension”: What was Lavon’s motivation to find the world outside his water
puddle home? Was he disappointed or satisfied? Do the tablets the creators made hinder
or help them populate and dominate the outside world like the creators intended them to?
Explain how the story can be read as one about the insignificance of humanity.

7. “Crucifixus Etiam”: Manuel realizes how he is to play a small part in an 800-year-old
engineering project to create a better world for future generations and he is able to find
peace in that, while he was initially only drawn to Mars as all the others were: high
wages. Is self-interest the only way we can fix problems or sacrifice for the sake of
others? Sometimes, in other words, it is necessary to sacrifice the present to save the
future. Can you describe a historical parallel?

8. “The Nine Billion Names of God”: The monks believe that once all the names of God
have been written down that the world’s purpose will have been fulfilled. What do YOU
believe is the world’s purpose? Remember, journal entries are to be 1-2 typed or 2-3
handwritten pages only!
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