Science Fiction

Readings & Assignments: Week Two



Science Fiction

Quiz: Week Two

10.

In “Toward a Definition of Science Fiction,” what does James Gunn say is the
fundamental difference between science fiction and fantasy?

In “Estrangement and Cognition,” Darko Suvin writes that “In the Twentieth century SF
has moved into the sphere of anthropological and cosmological thought, becoming a
diagnosis, a waming, a call to understanding and action, and—most important—a
mapping of possible alternatives.” In what numbered section does he define SF in this
manner?

“Mimsy Were the Borogoves”: What was the first thing Scott saw in the box when he
opened it?

“Desertion”: How many men did Fowler send outside the dome before he himself went
out onto Jupiter? What was the real reason no one returned from outside the dome?

“Huddling Place”: What is Webster’s area of expertise in Martian biology?
“Arena”: How did Larson get through the barrier?
“First Contact”: How was the conflict between the two alien races resolved?

“The Monster”: What did the Ganae not anticipate when they revived one of the long-
dead human mummies?

“That Only a Mother”: What was the talent that Henrietta developed at seven months of
age?

Mars Is Heaven!”: What state did the woman that they first met tell the astronauts they
were in?



Science Fiction

Journal: Week Two

1. “Mimsy Were the Borogoves”: Why do you think that toys have an effect on children’s
minds but not on their parents’? Is the author’s critique of what one loses, if anything, by
“growing up” a valid one? Explain?

2. “Desertion”: Think about the decisions made by Fowler and Towser in the conclusion. If
you could leave, but never return, or stay, but never leave, which choice would you make
and why? What sort of extra-sensory perception or ability beyond our human limitations
would make this a difficult question for you?

3. “Huddling Place”: In this story, technology has created a world in which people seldom
need to leave their chairs, much less their houses or property. Is replacing human
interaction with technology slowly becoming a reality? Is this positive or negative? What
about conditions such as agoraphobia? Should Webster be excused for not getting on the
ship to Mars, even with what is at stake?

4. “Arena”: Did the superior being make the correct decision in arranging the one-on-one
winner-take-all battle? Was it more cruel and unfair to their civilizations or more logical
and humane? Compare Bob Carson to the Allied Forces and the Red Roller to the Axis
Forces of World War II, or Carson to David and the Roller to Goliath in the Bible.

5. “First Contact”: Did you think the solution that the two parties agreed to was
satisfactory? Propose a more beneficial solution. How does one build trust, anyway?
Could the story remind readers of the history of Colonialism and British encounters with
other cultures?

6. “The Monster”: What “monster” is the title of the story referring to? The aliens? The last
revived human? Or the reviving machine? Explain. If such a machine were ever actually
developed, what exactly would we do with it?

7. “That Only 2 Mother”: What drove the mother to believe that her child was normal? Was
it ignorance or delusion? This story is about pregnant women exposed to high levels of
radiation, but raises many difficult issues for discussion such as termination of
pregnancy, the field of disability studies, and euthanasia. Write on one of these.

8. Mars Is Heaven!™: If you were suddenly to meet a {ost loved one, would you reject that
person out of suspicion or be overwhelmed with emotion and accept him or her despite
all reason? Think hard about this and explain. Now, in a summary, rewrite the main
events of the story.
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