
English 212 

Midterm Passage ID Study Guide 

“The Iroquois Creation Story”:  

1. “The bad mind proceeded further in his motives and he made two images of clay in the 
form of mankind, but while he was giving them existence they became apes, and when he 
had not the power to create mankind he was envious against brother; and again he made 
two of clay.” 

2. “At first he took the parent’s head (the deceased) of which he created an orb, and 
established it in the centre of the firmament, and it became of a very superior nature to 
bestow light to the new world, (now the sun) and again he took the remnant of the body 
and formed another orb, which was inferior to the light (now moon).” 

Christopher Columbus: from “Letter to Santangel Regarding the First Voyage”:  

1. “In it are marvelous pine groves, and there are very large tracts of cultivatable lands, and 
there is honey, and there are birds of many kinds and fruits in great diversity.” 

2. “Its lands are high, and there are in it very many sierras and very lofty mountains, beyond 
comparison with the island of Tenerife. All are most beautiful, of a thousand shapes, and 
all are accessible and filled with trees of a thousand kinds and tall, and they seem to touch 
the sky.” 

Alvar Nunez Cabeza De Vaca: from “The Relation of . . . ”: 

1. “I have already said that we went naked through all this country; not being accustomed to 
going so, we shed our skins twice a year like snakes. The sun and air raised great, painful 
sores on our chests and shoulders, and our heavy loads caused the cords to cut our arms” 

2. “At times, when my turn came to get wood and I had collected it at heavy cost in blood, I 
could neither drag nor bear it out. My only solace in these labors was to think of the 
sufferings of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the blood He shed for me. How much 
worse must have been his torment from the thorns than mine here!”  

John Smith: from “A Description of New England”: 69-72 

1. “He is a very bad fisher [that] cannot kill in one day with his hook and line, one, two, or 
three hundred cods: which dressed and dried, if they be sold there for ten shillings the 
hundred (though in England they will give more than twenty) may not both servant, the 
master, and merchant, be well content with this gain?” 

2. “Wherein the most curious may find pleasure, profit, and content. Thus, though all men 
be not fishers: yet all men, whatsoever, may in other matters do as well. For necessity 
doth in these cases so rule a commonwealth, and each in their several functions, as their 
labors in their qualities may be as profitable, because there is a necessary mutual use of 
all.”  

 



William Bradford: from “Of Plymouth Plantation”: 72-90 

1. “Being thus arrived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees 
and blessed the God of heaven, who had brought them over the vast and furious ocean, 
and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again to set their feet on the 
firm and stable earth, their proper element”  

2. “There was a proud and very profane young man, one of the seamen, of a lusty, able 
body, which made him the more haughty; he would always be contemning the poor 
people in their sickness, and cursing them daily with grievous execrations, and did not let 
to tell them, that he hoped to help o cast half of them overboard... But it pleased God 
before they came half seas over, to smite this young man with a grievous disease, of 
which he died in a desperate manner, and so was himself the first that was thrown 
overboard. Thus his curses lighted on his own head; and it was an astonishment to all his 
fellows, for they noted it to be the just hand of God upon him” 

John Winthrop: “A Model of Christian Charity”: 90-102 

1. “For we must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are 
upon us, so that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, 
and so cause Him to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story and a 
by-word through the world.”  

2. “The definition of which the Scripture gives us of love is this: “Love is the bond of 
perfection.” First, it is a bond or ligament. Secondly it makes the work perfect. There is 
no body but consists of parts and that which knits these parts together gives the body its 
perfection, because it makes each part so contiguous to others as thereby they do 
mutually participate with each other, both in strength and infirmity, in pleasure and 
pain… the several parts of this body, considered apart before they were united, were as 
disproportionate and as much disordering as so many contrary qualities or elements, 
when Christ comes and by His spirit and love knits all these parts to Himself and each to 
other, it is become the most perfect and best proportioned body in the world” 

3. “Love is the bond of perfection”  

Anne Bradstreet: “Here Follows Some Verses”: 110, 122-123 

1. “I, starting up, the light did spy,  
And to my God my heart did cry  
To strengthen me in my distress” 

2. “I blest His name that gave and took”  
3. “It’s purchased and paid for too  

By Him who hath enough to do. 
 A price so vast as is unknown  
Yet by His gift is made thine own;  
There’s wealth enough, I need no more,  
Farewell, my pelf, farewell my store. 
The world no longer let me love,  



My hope and treasure lies above.” 

Mary Rowlandson: from “A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of” 126-143 : 

1. “And as miserable was the waste that was there made of horses, cattle, sheep, swine, 
calves, lambs, roasting pigs, and fowl (which they had plundered in the town), some 
roasting, some lying and burning, and some boiling to feed our merciless enemies; who 
were joyful enough, though we were disconsolate.” 

2. “There was one who was chopped into the head with a hatchet, and stripped naked, and 
yet was crawling up and down. It is a solemn site to see so many Christians lying in their 
blood, some here, and some there, like a company of sheep torn by wolves, all of them 
stripped naked by a company of hell-hounds, roaring, singing, ranting, and insulting, as if 
they would have torn our very hearts out; yet the Lord by His almighty power preserved a 
number of us from death, for there were twenty-four of us taken alive and carried 
captive.” 

Edward Taylor: “Huswifery”: 143-144, 149 

1. “Make me Thy Loom then, knit therein this Twine: 
And make Thy Holy Spirit, Lord, wind quills:” 

2. Then mine apparel shall display before Ye 
That I am Clothes in Holy robes for glory.” 

Cotton Mather: “The Wonders of the Invisible World” 149-155 

1.  “The New Englanders are a people of God settled in those, which were once the devil’s 
territories; and it may easily be supposed that the devil was exceedingly disturbed, when 
he perceived such a people here accomplishing the promise of old made unto our blessed 
Jesus, that He should have the utmost parts of earth for His possession.”  

2. “Wherefore the devil is now making one attempt more upon us; an attempt more difficult, 
more surprising, more snarled with unintelligible circumstances than any that we have 
hitherto encountered; an attempted so critical, that if we get well through, we shall soon 
enjoy halcyon days with all the vultures of hell trodden under our feet. He has wanted his 
incarnate legions to persecute us, as the people of God who have in the other hemisphere 
been persecuted: he has therefore drawn forth his more spiritual ones to make an attack 
upon us.”  

Nathaniel Hawthorne: “The Minister’s Black Veil”: 636-645 

1. “Mr. Clark bent forward to reveal the mystery of so many years. But, exerting a sudden 
energy, that made all the beholders stand aghast, Father Hooper snatched both his hands 
from beneath the bed-clothes, and pressed them strongly on the black veil, resolute to 
struggle, if the minister of Westbury would contend with a dying man. ‘Never!’ cried the 
veiled clergyman. ‘On earth, never!”  

2. “Why do you tremble at me alone?’ cried he, turning his veiled face round the circle of 
pale spectators. ‘Tremble also at each other!...When man does not vainly shrink from the 
eye of his Creator, loathsomely treasuring up the secret of his sin; then deem me a 



monster, for the symbol beneath which I have lived, and die! I look around me, and lo! 
On every visage a black veil!’  

3. “By the aid of his mysterious emblem- for there was no apparent cause- he became a man 
of awful power, over souls that were in agony for sin.” 

Jonathan Edwards: “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”: 177-178, 209-220 

1. “The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider or some 
loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked: His wrath towards 
you burns like fire. He looks upon you as worthy of nothing else but to be cast into the 
fire; He is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in His sight; you are ten thousand times 
more abominable in His eyes than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours. You 
have offended Him infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did his prince; and yet it is 
nothing but His hand that holds you from falling into the fire every moment.” 

2. “There is no want of power in God to cast wicked men into hell at any moment. Men’s 
hands cannot be strong when God rises up. The strongest have no power to resist Him, 
not can any deliver out of His hands. He is not only able to cast wicked men into hell, but 
He can most easily do it.”  

Red Jacket: “Reply to the Missionary Jacob Cram” 229-231 

1. “Your forefathers crossed the great water and landed on this island. Their numbers were 
small. They found friends and not enemies. They told us they had fled from their own 
country for fear of wicked men, and had come here to enjoy their religion. They asked for 
a small seat. We took pity on them, granted their request; and they sat down amongst us. 
We gave them corn and meat; they gave us poison in return.” 

2. “Our seats were once large and yours were small. You have now become a great people, 
and we have scarcely a place left to spread our blankets. You have got our country, but 
are not satisfied; you want to force your religion upon us.” 

Tecumseh: “Speech to the Osages” 231-233 

1. “If you do not unite with us, they will first destroy us, and then you will fall an easy prey 
to them. They have destroyed many nations of red men because they were not united, 
because they were not friends to each other.” 

2. “We must be united; we must smoke the same pipe; we must light each other’s battles; 
and more than all, we must love the Great Spirit; he is for us; he will destroy our enemies 
and make all his red children happy.” 

Benjamin Franklin: from The Autobiography: 234-236, 293-308  

1.  “It was about this time that I conceiv’d the bold and arduous Project or arriving at moral 
Perfection. I wish’d to live without committing any Fault at anytime; I would conquer all 
that either Natural Inclination, Custom, or Company might lead me into. As I knew, or 
thought I knew, what was right and wrong, I did not see why I might not always do the 
one and avoid the other.”  



2. “I propos’d to myself, for the sake of Clearness, to use rather more Names with fewer 
Ideas annex’d to each, than a few Names with more Ideas; and I included after Thirteen 
Names of Virtues all that at that time ocurr’d to me as necessary or desirable”  

J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur: from “Letters from an American Farmer”; Letter III: 308-319; 

IX: 319-323 

1. “Here the rewards of his industry follow with equal steps the progress of his labor; his 
labor is founded on the basis of nature, self-interest; can it want a stronger allurement?” 

2. “We are nothing but what we derive from the air we breathe, the climate we inhabit, the 
government we obey, the system of religion we profess, and the nature of our 
employment.”  

Thomas Jefferson: from “The Declaration of Independence,” 337-44 

1. “He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of 
life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and 
carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their 
transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the 
warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain. Determined to keep open a market where 
men should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for suppressing every 
legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain this execrable commerce. And that this 
assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those 
very people to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has 
deprived them, thus paying off former crimes committed against the LIBERTIES of one 
people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the lives of another”  

2. “The road to happiness and to glory is open to us, too. We will tread it apart from them”  

The Federalist: No.1 [Alexander Hamilton], No.10 [James Madison]: 345-353 

1. “It has been frequently remarked that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this 
country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question whether societies 
of men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and 
choice, or whether they are forever destined to depend, for their political constitutions, on 
accident and force” 

2. “But the fact is that we already hear it whispered in the private circles of those who 
oppose the new constitution that the thirteen states are of too great extent for any general 
system, and that we must of necessity resort to separate confederacies of distinct portions 
of the whole” 

Olaudah Equiano: “The Interesting Narrative of the Life of. . .”: 354-366 

1. “Many merchants and planters now came on board, though it was in the evening. They 
put us in separate parcels, and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and 
pointed to the land, signifying we were to go there. We thought by this, we should be 
eaten by these ugly men, as they appeared to us; and, when soon after we were all put 



down under the deck again, there was much dread and trembling among us, and nothing 
but bitter cries to be heard all the night from these apprehensions, insomuch, that at last 
the white people got some old slaves from the land to pacify us. They told us they were 
not to be eaten, but to work, and were soon to go on land, where we should see many of 
our country people.” 

2. “The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast, was the sea, and a 
slave ship, which was then riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. These filled me 
with astonishment, which was soon converted into terror, when I was carried on board. I 
was immediately handled, and tossed up to see if I were sound, by some of the crew; and 
I was now persuaded that I had gotten into a world of bad spirits, and that they were 
going to kill me… Indeed, such were the horrors of my views and fears at the moment, 
that, if ten thousand worlds had been my own, I would have parted with them all to have 
exchanged my condition with that of the meanest slave in my own country.” 

Philip Freneau: “On the Religion of Nature” 397-398, 400-401 

1. “Joy to the day, when all agree  
On such grand systems to proceed,  

From fraud, design, and error free,  
And which to truth and goodness lead:” 

2. “This deals not curses on mankind,  
Or dooms them to perpetual grief, 

If from its aid no joys they find, 
It damns them not for unbelief;  

Upon a more exalted plan 
Creatress nature dealt with man—“ 

Washington Irving: “Rip Van Winkle” : 467-468, 470-82 

1. “On nearer approach, he was still more surprised at the singularity of the stranger’s 
appearance. He was a short square built old fellow, with thick bushy hair, and a grizzled 
beard. His dress was of the antique Dutch fashion- a cloth jerkin strapped around the 
waist- several pairs of breeches, the outer one of ample volume, decorated with rows of 
buttons down the sides, and bunches at the knees. He bore on his shoulder a stout leg, that 
seemed full of liquor” 

2. “The very character of the people seemed changed. There was a busy, bustling, 
disputatious tone about it, instead of the accustomed phlegm and drowsy tranquility. He 
looked in vain for the sage Nicholas Vedder, with his broad face, double chin, and fair 
long pipe, uttering clouds of tobacco smoke instead of idle speeches; or Van Bummel, the 
schoolmaster, doling forth contents of an ancient newspaper. In place of these, a lean 
bilious looking fellow, with his pockets full of handbills, was haranguing vehemently 
about rights of citizens-election-members of congress-liberty-Bunker’s hill-heroes of 
seventy-six-and other words, that were a perfect Bablyonish jargon to the bewildered Van 
Winkle.” 



Nathaniel Hawthorne: “My Kinsman, Major Molineux”: 603-619 

1. “Some few days hence, if you continue to wish it, I will speed you on your journey. Or, if 
you prefer to remain with us, perhaps, as you are a shrewd youth, you may rise in the 
world, without your kinsman”  

2. “’Good evening to you, honored Sir,’ said he, making a low bow, and still retaining his 
hold of the skirt. ‘I pray you tell me whereabouts is the dwelling of my kinsman, Major 
Molineux?” 

William Cullen Bryant: “Thanatopsis,” 491-494 

1. “So live, that when thy summons comes to join  
The innumerable caravan, that moves 
To the pale realms of shade, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon, bus sustain’d and sooth’d 
By an unfaltering turst, approach thy grave,  
Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.” 

2. “Though shalt lie down 
With patriarchs of the infant world-with kings,  
The powerful of the earth- the wise, the good, 
Fair forms, and hoary seers of ages past, 
All in one mighty sepulcher.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson: “The American Scholar,” 505-508, 536-549 

1. “The first in time and the first in importance of the influences upon the mind is that of 
nature. Every day, the sun; and, after sunset, night and her stars. Ever the winds blow; 
ever the grass grows. Every day, men and women, conversing, beholding and beholden. 
The scholar must needs stand wistful and admiring before this great spectacle. He must 
settle its value in his mind… Its beauty is the beauty of his own mind. Its laws are the 
laws of his own mind. Nature then becomes to him the measure of his attainments. So 
much of nature as he is ignorant of, so much of his own mind does he not yet possess.” 

2. “The next great influence into the spirit of the scholar, is, the mind of the Past,-- in 
whatever form, whether of literature, of art, of institutions, that mind is inscribed. Books 
are the best type of the influence of the past, and perhaps we shall get at the truth—learn 
the amount of this influence more conveniently—by considering their value alone… 
Books are the best of things, well used; abused, among the worst. What is the right use? 
What is the one end which all means go to effect? They are nothing but to inspire.” 

3. “Inaction is cowardice, but there can be no scholar without the heroic mind. The 
preamble of thought, the transition through which it passes from the unconscious to the 
conscious, is action. Only so much do I know, as I have lived.” 

 



Henry Wadsworth Longfellow: “My Lost Youth”: 656-658, 663-665 

1. “Often I think of the beautiful town 
That is seated by the sea; 

Often in thought go up and down 
The pleasant streets of that dear old town, 

And my youth comes back to me.” 
2. “A boy’s will is the wind’s will; 

  And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts”  

John Greenleaf Whittier: “Snow-Bound: A Winter Idyll”: 665-683 

1. “What matter how the night behaved? 
What matter how the north-wind raved? 
Blow high, blow low, not all its snow 
Could quench our hearth-fire’s ruddy glow.” 

2. “And dear and early friends- the few 
Who yet remain- shall pause in view 

These Flemish pictures of old days; 
Sit with me by the homestead hearth, 
And stretch the hands of memory forth 

To warm them at the wood-fire’s blaze!” 

Henry David Thoreau: 839-842, from “Walden”—“Where I Lived, and What I Lived For”: 901- 

910, “Conclusion”: 926-34 

1. “Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a 
hundred or a thousand; instead of a million count half a dozen, and keep your accounts on 
your thumb nail… simplify, simplify. Instead of three meals a day, it is necessary eat but 
one; instead of hundred dishes, five; and reduce other things in proportion.” 

2. “I learned this, at least, by my experiment that if one advances confidently in the 
direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he will 
meet with a success unexpected in common hours. He will put some things behind, will 
pass an invisible boundary; new, universal, and more liberal laws will begin to establish 
themselves around and within him; or the old laws be expanded, and interpreted in his 
favor in a more liberal sense, and he will live with the license of a higher order of 
beings.” 

Walt Whitman: 1005-1009, “Song of Myself”: 1024-1038 

1. “A child said What is the grass? Fetching it to me with full hands;  
How could I answer the child? I do not know what it is any more than  

He 
 

I guess it must be the flag of my disposition, out of hopeful green stuff woven… 
 



And now it seems to me the beautiful uncut hair of graves.” 
2. “One world is by far the largest to me, and that is myself, 

And whether I come to my own to-day or in ten thousand or ten million  
Years, 

I can cheerfully take it now, or with equal cheerfulness I can wait.” 

Nathaniel Hawthorne: “The Birth-Mark” 645-656 

1. “If there be the remotest possibility of it,” continued Georgiana, “let the attempt be made, 
at whatever risk. Danger is nothing to me; for life-while this hateful mark makes me the 
object of your horror and disgust- life is a burthen which I should fling down with joy. 
Either remove this dreadful Hand, or take my wretched life! You have deep science! All 
the world bears witness of it. You have achieved great wondrs! Cannot you remove this 
little mark, which I cover with the tips of two small fingers?” 

2. “Yes, master,” answered Aminidab, looking intently at the lifeless form of Georgiana; 
and then he muttered to himself;-- “If she were my wife, I’d never part with that birth-
mark.” 

3. “You have aimed loftily!—you have done nobly! Do not repent, that, with so high and 
pure a feeling, you have rejected the best that earth could offer. Aylmer—dearest 
Aylmer—I am dying!” 

Edgar Allan Poe: 683-687, “The Fall of the House of Usher,” 702-714 

1. “The discoloration of ages had been great. Minute fungi overspread the whole exterior, 
hanging in a fine tangled webwork from the eaves. Yet all this was apart from any 
extraordinary dilapidation. No portion of the masonry had fallen; and there appeared to 
be a wild inconsistency between its still perfect adaptation of parts, and the utterly 
porous, and evidently decayed condition of the individual stones.” 

2. “And now, the champion, having escaped from the terrible fury of the dragon, bethinking 
himself of the brazen shield, and of the breaking up of the law enchantment which was 
upon it, removed the carcass from out of the way before him, and approached valorously 
over the silver pavement of the castle to where the shield was upon the wall; which in 
sooth tarried not for his full coming, but fell down at his feet upon the silver floor with a 
mighty and great terrible ringing sound.” 

Margaret Fuller: 749-752, from “The Great Lawsuit”: 752-760 

1. “Male and female represent the two sides of the great radical dualism. But, in fact, they 
are perpetually passing into one another. Fluid hardens to solid, solid rushes to fluid. 
There is no wholly masculine man, no purely feminine woman.”  

2. “Let us be wise and not impede the soul. Let her work as she will. Let us have one 
creative energy, one incessant revelation. Let it take what form it will, and let us not bind 
it by the past to man or woman, black or white. Jove sprang from Rhea, Pallas from Jove. 
So let it be.” 

 



Harriet Beecher Stowe: from Uncle Tom's Cabin [chapter VII: “The Mother’s Struggle”]: 779- 

790 

1. “As a fire in her bones, the thought of the pursuer urged her on; and she gazed with 
longing eyes on the sullen, surging waters that lay between her and liberty.” 

2. “It seemed to her as if strength poured into her in electric streams, from every gentle 
touch and movement of the sleeping, confiding child. Sublime is the dominion of the 
mind over the body that, for a time, can make flesh and nerve impregnable, and string the 
sinews like steel, so that the weak become so mighty.” 

Harriet Jacobs: “Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl”: 818-29 

1. “He sprang upon me like a tiger, and gave me a stunning blow. It was the first time he 
had ever struck me; and fear did not enable me to control my anger. When I had 
recovered a little from the effects, I exclaimed, “You have struck me for answering you 
honestly. How I despise you!” 

2. “At last, he came and told me the cottage was completed, and ordered me to go to it. I 
told him I would never enter it. He said “I have heard enough of such talk as that. You 
shall go, if you are carried by force; and you shall remain there.”  

Frederick Douglass: from 934-938, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American 

Slave, Written by Himself: 946-957 

1. “A want of information concerning my own was a source of unhappiness to me even 
during childhood. The white children could tell their ages. I could not tell why I ought to 
be deprived of the same privilege. I was not allowed to make any inquiries of my master 
concerning it.” 

2. “Every year brings with it multitudes of this class of slaves. It was doubtless in 
consequence of a knowledge of this fact, that one great statesman of the south predicted 
the downfall of slavery by the inevitable laws of population. Whether this prophecy is 
ever fulfilled or not, it is nevertheless plain that a very different-looking class of people 
are springing up at the south, and are now held in slavery, from those originally brought 
to this country from Africa; and if their increase will do no other good, it will do away 
the force of the argument, that God cursed Ham, and therefore American slavery is 
right.” 

Herman Melville: “Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall-Street”: 1099-1128 

1. “I would prefer not to.”  
2. “The round face of the grub-man peered upon me now. “His dinner is ready. Won’t he 

dine to-day, either? Or does he live without dining?” 
“Lives without dining,” said I, and closed the eyes. 
“Eh!—He’s asleep, aint he?” 
“With kings and counsellors,” murmured I.” 

 



Emily Dickinson: “Much Madness is divinest sense” 1189-1193, 1208 

1. “Much Madness is divinest Sense –  
To a discerning Eye 
Much Sense – the starkest Madness –  
Tis the Majority  
In this, as all, prevail - ” 

2. “Assent- and you are sane-  
Demur – you’re straightway dangerous-  
And handled with a Chain –“  


